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It is a great honor to receive the Japan Prize the world's
most important award for science and technology impact.
When talking about impact, it is befitting that the computer
field should be included. Perhaps no other field of science has
had a greater impact on human activity.

I cannot help but have two contradictory feelings about this
award. First is the elation of being elevated to the level of past
recipients. And then after looking at those recipients, a feeling
that I do not measure up.

I am honored to accept the Japan Prize, with Dennis

Ritchie, in the fields of Information and Communications.

I am humbled to join the distinguished list of other recipients.

REEXVE—-Y UyvF—tEt

In accepting this prestigious award I would like to thank
the executives of the Japan Prize Foundation - President Ito,
Chairman Yoshikawa and all the support staff. I would also
like to thank my family for their love and their unwavering
support.

I especially extend thanks to Ken Thompson, my colleague
and respected friend, with whom I am sharing this award and
who is probably more deserving for his contributions than I.

And I would like to recognize the role of the company I
worked for over more than forty years: Bell Labs.

Bell Labs has moved about in structure and location within

its several parent corporations. Through all of this, the
research part of Bell Labs remained amazingly stable. The work changed along with technologies,
and in fact the interesting areas for research changed as well. Fortunately, software work
remained vital, and that is one reason my own job lasted for so long.

One constant over my career has been the wonderful atmosphere provided by my colleagues.

The fact is that many of the fresh ideas in Unix were provided by others working with us.
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